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whether you happen to agree with exactly where he's come down,
he has provided a real service, because this is something that I
am again convinced that we need to address. I t's certainly
painfu l , no d o ub t a b ou t t ha t . Bu t he has so r t of f or ced us t o
take a l o o k a t i t a t t h i s s t a g e , a nd I t h i nk , ac c o r d i ng l y , h a s
performed a real service for the state. This pa rticular
approach, or t hi s par t i cul a r p r op o s a l , t he pr op e r t y t ax l evy l i d
a nd t h e hom e s t ead and ag l a n d , r ep r e s e nt s s o r t o f t he . . . w ha t I
would say...the visionary approach that is probably typical of
Senator Brashear. LB 54 0 rep resents a sort of a pla in ,
stick-in-the-mud approach, which is probably typical of me. I'm
going to argue for that approach, the LB 540 app roach, ra ther
than what Se nator Br ashear has offered. A nd r eally, I don' t
have a lot more to add to w hat Sena tor Beu tler and Sena tor
L andi s h a v e sa i d . I t h i nk t h ey ex p l a i n e d i t v e r y we l l . I wo u l d
just point out th at go ing to $1.04 across the board will net
roughly the sam e am o unt of mone y as go i n g to $1.10 a nd
implementing the homestead exemption and ag land credits. There
is a l i t t l e b i t a d d i t i o n a l mo n e y t h a t wou l d be g a i n e d a t t he
state level, if you will, via Senator Brashear's approach here,
but not very much. The other important point that I would again
emphasize, the LB 540 approach would be very much a tentative
let's do what we need to do, only in the amount we n e ed t o d o
it, and only for the amount of time we need to do it. So we' re
talking about $1.04 for two years only. The approach suggested
here by Senator Brashear is, in effect, a permanent change. So
I t h i n k t h a t ' s an i mp o r t a nt p o i n t . A c ou p l e o t h e r t h i ng s I ' l l
mention just quickly. Concerning schools and looking forward to
LB 540, shifting funding of schools from state money to property
tax receipts creates cash flow problems for schools, as you can
understand. Sta te aid payments come in ten equ al pay ments
beginning in , I t h ink, the first month of September. Property
tax receipts, on the other hand, come in April and the following
September. So the bigger the shift from state aid to property
tax, the more of a cash flow problem that creates. I think the
p rob le m i s m a n a g e a b l e wi t h t h e $ 1 . 04 . I ' m n o t su r e t h at i t '  s
manageable without some other changes, if we were to go to
$1.10. I think there are a number of other issu es that are
raised by this kind of approach which deserve investigation.
The. . tre a t i n g o w ne r - o p e r a t o r s i n an a g s i t ua t i on d i f f e r en t l y
than landowners may be justified, may not be. T here would be, I
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